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Bob Pentecost fishes Ledge Pool at June annual outing on the Paradise Branch of the Brodheads at Henryville, Pa . 

2 



I 
I, 

RandoIn Casts 
Published by and for rhe Theodore Gordon Flytishers 

24 Easr 39th Streer, New York, N. Y. 

NORMAN MILLER 
Editor 

HERMANN KESSLER 
Designer 

© THEODORE GORDON FL.YFISHERS 1966 

EDITORIAL 

CERTAINLY, any journal worthy of the title 
"Random Casts" and also that which befits the 
stature of the Theodore Gordon Flyfishers 
would be totally incomplete without an ac-
knowledgment of thanks to the Board of 
Directors who agreed on its birth, and in 
particular to Joe Kleckner who provided the 
means. 

Moreover we are deeply indebted to Mr. 
Eugene V. Connett, progenitor of the many 
charming angling books published by his Derry-
dale Press, who has graciously granted his 
express approval of our use of his title Random 
Casts. With his kind letter was sent his mem-
bership application and an acknowledgment of 
which we are especially proud: -

"May I add that the Gordon Garland is a 
beautiful book; I am delighted and will read 
it with pleasure." 

From the master of them all, this is indeed 
a line of great praise. 

This initial issue of Random Casts will there-
fore serve as a welcoming missive, setting Eu-
gene Connett at the top of our list of new 
members for 1966. 

IF we are to extract anything from life's joys 
and sorrows we can then be content in know-
ing that we have been wholly consumed by the 
unbounded pleasure of angling with the fly 
for our beloved trout and salmon amid an 
environment of unlimited beauty granted to 
us by our Creator. 

We must be ever aware and alerted for any 
influence that might change this ... be it 
natura l or impugned by man . Transitions of 
nature can be handled , but man must be made 
to realize the values of the inherent wealth of 
our great outdoors and its keeping - not on Iy 
for the present but of the future as well. 

Thus , it is incumbent upon us to insure that 
this heritage remains inviolate. For indeed. 
Gordon 's own words, "Mine own true mistress 
is the sweet out of doors" , lights our way in the 
darkness of indifference. 

INAUGURAL MESSAGE 
By President JOSEPH A. PlSARRO 

I N A VERY REAL sense whatever TGF ac-
complishes this year will be a direct result of 
what's been done in past years. Now, this may 
well be a truism - and a superfluous one, at 
that - but it would be unthinkable for me to 
begin "my administration" without an acknowl-
edgment, however inadequate, of the tre-
mendous debt TGF as a whole, and certainly 
I personally , owe to Ted Rogowski. 

To say simply that Ted has served two terms 
as president of TGF would be to say nothing, 
really. Still , how do we measure the contribu-
tions or the work of a man like Ted? Do we 
speak of the inordinate amount of time he has 
devoted to the organization? Or do we talk 
about the endless thought, the creative energy 
and imagination that have marked- his work? 

Yet, Ted wou ld be the first to snort at the 
suggestion that TGF is the result of one man 's 
efforts . And he would be ri ght, of course. 

Strong, committed leadership of the kind 
Ted has provided is essential. Yet equally 
essential is commitment on the part of every 
TGF member if the organization is to achieve 
even a small part of the goals and objectives 
it has set for itself. For in the end it has to 
be true that the sum total of an organization 
like TGF must be greater than its individual 
parts. 

What this means is that if TG F is to be at 
all successful in its efforts to preserve trout 
fishing, to salvage trout waters and to stave off 
ravage of the pure , sweet waterways we have 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Ted Trueblood ,noted author and outdoorsman happily holds the TGF Salmo Award presented to him by 
Clare Conley (right). Looking on are Ed Zern (far left) and Arnold Gingrich. Ted was obviously delighted. 

Spring Dinner, Huge Success 
By NORM MILLER 

I T WAS QUITE an affair ... but more than 
that, it was an enormous success, exceeding 
even the estimates of the Dinner Committee, 
who labored long over its planning. 

Its fruition was really something to witness. 
For on the nineteenth of February over 500 
salmon and trout fi shermen joined together at 
the Biltmore Hotel in New York City at a 
joint Annual Meeting and Dinner to discuss 
important conservation issues that threatened 
their sport. 

This was the Spring Dinner of the Theodore 
Gordon Flyfishers in combination with that 
of the Atlantic Salmon Association . .. and a 
more enjoyable afternoon and evening it could 
not have been. TGF members who did not at-
tend really missed something . . . Thus be 
forewarned - don't miss the next one. 

As an example, in the afternoon session Dr. 
Paul Hansen came from Denmark as a guest 
of ASA to talk on the depredatory commercial 
netting of the Atlantic Salmon off the coast of 
Greenland. A serious threat indeed, for last 
year 600 metric tons of salmon were netted 
from the Greenland nursery endangering the 
future of angling for the salmon. 

Ted Trueblood, noted author and angln. 
came from his home in Idaho as a guest at' 
TGF to speak on the many conservation proh-
lems in the west that affect angling for the 
steel head. Ted also ran a film on fishing for the 
searun rainbows that thrilled everyone. 

Additionally - and excitingly, Lee Wulff put 
on a casting demonstration with his little six 
and a half foot rod that made all of us feel like 
a beginner with our 8 Y2 and 9 foot rods. 



Supplementing his masterful exhibition Lee ran 
a film on salmon fishing that heightened the 
impatience of the audience for the coming 
season in the northland. 

Outsiders were overwhelmed that this was a 
" bunch" of fishing cronies gathered together in 
gay camaraderie over a sport they loved. As 
difficult as it is to comprehend for the unin-
itiated, those who know the feeling of the mist 
rising off the water in the first light of day 
and a good fish rising in the slick between two 
boulders are fulfilled , . , 

One of us who has known this feeling many 
times is Arnold Gingrich who MC'd the 
afternoon session as well as lending his charm-
ing and inimitable wit as toastmaster for the 
evening program. 

And highlighting that part of the affair was 
the awarding of the TGF Salmo Award to 
Ted Trueblood and Rod Vandivert for their 
many contributions in giving of themselves 
unselfishly to the continuance of the great out-
doors in all its natural beauty and the sport 
that we all love - angling in pure waters for 
the fish we hold dear. 

Undeniably one event of the evening we all 
awaited with great anticipation was the pre-
sentation of the gift to our retiring President, 
Ted Rogowski. 

And it carne off in fine fashion with Arnold 

Gingrich making the presentation. Ted was 
completely surprised and bcamed with joy a, 
he accepted the expression of our than ks for 
giving of himself unselfi shl y to advance TGF 
as a young, active organization in the perpetua-
tion of angling in the proper perspective for all 
sportsmen. 

For anyone who did not attend the afTair 
or was too far away from the dais to see the 
gift , perhaps we should describe it, since it 
was an original. 

Similar to the framed set of flies at the 
Williams Club of the plates in the Gordon 
Garland, Ted's gift contained nineteen flies tied 
by Charlie DeFeo, Lee Wu:fl', Harry Darbee, 
Helen Shaw, Keith Fulsher, Ernie Schwiebert, 
and thanks to H arry Darbee a Quill Gordon 
tied by our own namesake, Theodore Gordon. 

As Ted was, we were all equall y th(ill ed ... 
for this was our thanks to a great guy. 

Entertaining the audience further, part of the 
after dinner program was a showing of the thrill-
ing film , " Hi s Majesty The Atlantic Salmon" 
by it s producer Captain Fremont Eggers ... 

Thus the Spring Dinner ended ... But not 
in the minds of all who attended, for the 
memories would linger; the reunion with old 
friends and the pleasure of knowing that 
someday, somewhere you will meet again ; per-
haps at an alluring pool where you know a 
trout or salmon wi ll rise to your favorite fly. 

Rod Vandivert (center), eminent conservationist, accepts Salmo Award presented to him by Ted 
Rogowski. Happy Fraser, Pres . of Atlantic Salmon Assn., Jock Menzies and Arnold Gingrich look on. 
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Salmon anglers J. W. M. Menzies of Scotland (left) 
and Lee Wulff get together at dinner occasion to chat. 

Joe and Janie Kleckner, and Walt Kehm (right) chat 
together at joint dinner meeting of TGF and ASA. 

PISARRO (Continued) 

left; each of us is obligated to contribute in 
time, in effort and in energy. 

Refining it down to specifics, it means that 
each of us has a responsiblity to take on at 
least one specific job .. . and this is best done 
by getting into at least one of the committees 
set up to do the club's work. Membership on a 
committee is the place to start; then follow up 
with involvement. Attend committee meetings, 
take on assignments and carry them out. 

Look over the list of committees - you'll 
find the one where you can use your special 
skills and talents: Conservation, Education & 
Publicity, Finance, Legislation, Membership, 
Nominating, House & Entertainment. Other 
committees are set up as they are needed. 
Check what other committees are presently 
active and in need of manpower. 

OUf purpose in existing is to work for con-
servation of waters, wilderness and anything 
else that has a direct and critical bearing on 
trout and trout fishing. It is also true, however, 
that in the very process of carrying on that 
work you will enjoy a fellowship and a fra-
ternity with brother anglers that will bring a 
new and deeper richness to the sport we love. 

TGF members in attendance at the afternoon business meeting to elect officers and directors. 

-



The Long Distance Runner 
By TED ROGOWSKI 

WE ARE INCLINED, in inquiring into the 
New York State has fallen out of step 

in managing its trout streams in keeping with 
modern sport fishing trends, to turn an accus-
ing finger northward toward Albany. Answers 
might be found there, and ultimately Mr. 
Bentley's career will be judged in part by our 
Trophy Trout Stream Policy letter sent to him 
during his inaugural weeks in office. For the 
record, our policy was declared in the year 
1965. Guidelines for the Department of Con-
serva!ion have been established by this policy 
statement, but surer indications were voiced at 
the First Conservation Council Region 8 Trout 
Forum held about this time last year at Pine 
Bush. There, 95% of the delegates voted in 
favor of Trophy Trout fishing and opposed the 
continuing state policy of stream stocking with 
the relatively unlimited take-home catch of 
ten trout per day. The mills of the gods grind 
fine, and it may be some years from now that 
members of the Department of Conservation 
in attendance at the Forum awaken to realize 
that the vote expressed there was a real plebi-
scite of what the anglers of this state want if 
only the Department will give it to them. 

We, ourselves, are lured into a trap of bu-
reaucratic reticence when we turn for support 
to a tally of opinions, expressed in an off-hand 
way, by less than one hundred delegates at-
tending a public forum. There is a feeling in a 
democratic country that anything touching the 
"people" ought to be approved by them, and, 
what better than a poll? Conservation cannot 
be reduced to such simple mandates. Good 
conservation practice might recommend a 
course which is not what the "people" want, 
at least not at that moment when the law must 
bite. Consider the wood duck and its wonder-
ful recovery on the American woodland scene. 

Our experience in working with the career 
conservationists in the Department of Conser-
vation of New York, in summary, has been: 

1. They're "scientifically" oriented. 
2. They're caught up in "sportsmen's poli-

tics". 
Anyone with the slightest understanding of 

management principles can readily see that in 
the field of stream conservation no one can 

fulfill both of these descriptions at once; so 
that, just which one Department will be at 
anyone time will depend on to whom you're 
speaking at the moment. But the result of the 
Department's work cannot caper in disguise. 

Although there is much talk about the " sci-
entific" side of stream management, all the 
conversation cannot explain away the fact that 
our state's trout limits - 10 trout per day, any 

(Continued on page 16) 

The Fly and The Salmon 
By LEE WULFF 

A TLANTI C SALMON fishing is different from 
any other angling in the world . .. and most 
of its devotees believe it's the world's best fish-
ing because of that difference. 

The steel head may be just as tough a fish -
just as fast in his runs, as wildly abandoned 
in his leaps. The brown trout may be wiser, 
or at least as hard to catch; but the fishing is 
not the same ... And the reason? ... 

FL Y FlSHING ONLY - The flyfishers for 
the other species have to be content with what's 
left after the bait and hardware fi shermen have 
taken their toll. This limitation of salmon 
fishing to the most sporting method cuts down 
the number of fish taken to a point where the 
salmon, in spite of the netting in the sea by 
commercial fi shermen, are able to hold their 
own in many of the public rivers in provinces 
like New Foundland and in that most produc-
tive of all rivers, the Miramichi. 

Those trout fishermen who say that "Fly 
Fishing Only" won't work as a method of 
regulation, or as a conservation tool , should 
compare the Atlantic salmon rivers with their 
own trout rivers at home. 

The largest depredation on salmon comes 
from the netting in the sea - and where fl y 
fishing alone is involved, rivers tend to hold 
their own. Trout streams subjected to similar 
pressure, where bait and hardware and other 
methods of fishing are permitted, suffer greatly 
and can only be maintained, generally in an 
inferior condition, by heavy stocking with fish 
that don't provide the same type of sport as 
do those fish that are indigenous to the stream. 

(Continued on page 14) 
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The Amawalk 
A great trout stream because of a trophy trout policy 

By GENE KELLY 

I T 'S ON L Y ABOUT two and three quarter miles 
long, but you'd fall in love with it at first 
sight ... I know, because I've been in love 
with the Amawalk since I first fished it twenty 
years ago. 

This little stream is only about thirty miles 
north of New York City. In fact, it's part of 
the city water supply system . Its source isn't a 
sparkling mountain brook; it's a pipe to the 
bottom of the Amawalk Reservoir, but from 
there it riffles a little, pools a little, falls a 
little, and produces a lot. 

Th'e success story of the Amawalk began 
hack in the Fall of 1961 when a routine re-
survey of the Stream was taken . For the first 
time, wild fingerling brown trout were found in 
the lower section of the stream. As the New 
York State Conservation Department said, 
"Natural production was more than adequate 
to maintain the trout population in this section, 
therefore, stocking was discontinued." Then 
the lid blew off. Few believed (myself in-
cluded) that natural spawning could maintain 
one of the most heavily pounded streams in 
the state. 

Well sir, the sportsmen set out to prove the 
Department wrong and since there is a natural 
separation of the upper and lower half by a 
fifieen foot fall - a perfect testing ground! A 
season long creel census was taken, and you 
guessed it, the lower unstocked portion pro-
duced almost as many and bigger fish than the 
stocked section. The only problem - average 
hours fished per fish taken was 18.1. At the 
end of the 1962 season another sampling was 
taken and some pretty amazing statistics 
showed up. 

First the estimated fingerling production per 
mile was 2,489 as compared with such noted 
water as the Esopus at 1,866, the Beaverkill at 
343, and the Willowemoc way down to 152. 
In addition the growth of both stocked and 
wild fish was excellent ; yearling fish averaged 
3.7 inches growth from April to October. 

Clearly this was an asset worth working on. 
Several needs becaml! apparent if the full po-

tential of the Amawalk was to be realized. 
Habitat improvement in the upper section was 
necessary to increase the carrying capacity and 
to improve spawning conditions. Continued 
stocking of this section was necessary to pro-
vide a resident fishing and breeding stock, and 
above all , special regulations were needed to 
increase the number of older fish in the stream. 

A program of "no kill" regulations was es-
tablished with the approval of the Westchester 
Conservation Council. This was necessary since 
there was a lack of mature fish which indicated 
that as soon as the natural fish reached a take-
able size, they were removed by fishing pres-
sure. The regulations in force were "artificial 
lure only, single hook to a line, no fish or bait 
allowed in possession on the stream." 

The real results of this program began to 
show as survey data from each year was com-
pared. In 1962 the estimated wild brown trout 
population of the Amawalk was 4,667 with an 
estimated weight of 41 pounds per acre of 
water. In 1963 , it was 4,992 fish at 61 pounds 
per acre . In 1964 (hold your breath) 10,368 
at 117 pounds per acre and in 1965 the figure 
stood at 8,401 fish estimated at 135 pounds 
per acre. Almost twice as many fish and an 
increase of 94 pounds per acre. There was a 
three-fold increase in yearling fish and a twen-
ty-fold increase showed up in the numbers of 
three year old or older fish, but because of 
sampling difficulties these may not have been 
detected. A number of anglers have reported 
twenty inch fish or better. I know of one trout 
myself that popped my leader pretty fast. There 
seems to be a high mortality rate of fish between 
the third and fourth year or else the larger fish 
move downstream into the Muscoot Reservoir. 
Records produced by one angler who has fished 
the Amawalk regularly for a number of years 
tell the story. He averaged 4 to 6 trout per day 
prior to 1963 and 11 to 14 per trip since the 
program has been in force! (Ed. note - proof 
of the pudding indeed.) 

Since the bulk of the catchable fish in the 
Amawalk are yearling and two-year old fish 
up to 13.5 inches in size and two year old 

(Continued on page 14) 
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TGF members at first Arts of Angling session are captivated by the e loquent and masterful presentation 
on the history of c lassic angling literature course conducted by fellow member Arnold Gingrich . 

The Arts of Angling 
By DICK GROSSENBACH 

Ed. note: It all began on a co ld winter night several 
months ago in a quietly lit room on the second floor of the 
\Xfilli ams Club (TGF headquarters) in New York City ... 

For, on that evening the first class of the Arcs of Angling 
COurses opened. And before a jammed " house " of captive, 
o r rather captivated fellow Flyfishers, Arnold Gingrich 
propitiously delivered a most eloquent and charming 
presentation on the history of classical ang li ng literature 
and the traditi ons of angling through the ages that en-
chanted each member of the audience . 

Arnold's lecture was enhanced even further by an ex· 
hibit of original editions and manuscripts of such famous 
works as \X/ alron 's Complete Angler. Berner's Treatise in 
manuscript form as well as many other copies of classic 
?- ngling literature tbat we re loaned to TGF expressly for 
the course by Dr. Babb from the Y ale Universi ty library 
collection . 

And the thrill of it a ll , this was only the beginning ... 
But to digress , in reality it began long before that co ld 

w inter night as (he progeny of (Wo TGF Directors , Erwin 
Edelman and Dick Grossenbach .. . But let them tell their 
own story.) 

As AN ORGANIZATION dedicated to the es-
tablishment , preservation, and maintenance 
of quality trout fishing, and sound stream 
management practices , the actua l work and 

adm inistra ti ve functions of TGF are, of neces-
sity, performed by the officers, directors, and 
committees. 

Upon being appoi nted a director in March 
1965 , I became concern ed wit h the problem of 
stimulating and encouragin g more interest and 
participation in the workin g activities of the 
club, on the part of the genera l membership. 
To develop a sense of pride of assoc iation , of 
identification with our aims, I fe lt we mllst 
offe r them something more meaningful than 
the privilege of attending two dinners a year 
and an annual outing. 

It is true that the week ly luncheons have 
helped create the proper atmosphere for a 
sense of loyalty to the group ; and the spi rit of 
warm camaraderie which prevails on these 
occasions is a source of great personal pleas-

9 
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During intermission TGF'ers closely inspected the 
fine collection of classic first editions on display. 

The deans of the Arts of Angling classes Erwin Edelman 
and Dick Grossenbach discuss the planning of one 
phase of the courses during a Tuesday luncheon. 

Dr. Babb, Yale University Librarian comments on the 
magnificent collection of angling books on exhibit. 

Cornell University fisheries biologist Bill 
Flick offers his brilliant fund of knowl-
edge to the audience on the habits 
and growth, life cycle of the Brook Trout: 

The link between the past and the present 
in angling with the fly, Bernard Venables 
visitor from England, author and pub-
lisher of the Old World speaks to an en-
raptured audience at one of the sessions . 

Ernie Schwiebert (left) and Charlie DeFeo no doubt are 
discussing mayflies and fly tying during a break. 

Keith Fulsher, perfectionist in tying the fly albeit 
slightly nervous before the eye of the TV camera, 
demonstrates his technique to the Flyfishers as Ted 
Rogowski explains the details of each step of tying. 



ure. However, this is enjoyed by relatively a 
few, who regularly attend our Tuesday lunch-
eons. What about the rest of the members? 
What could we offer them to make them feel 
more a part of the organization? 

One morning last April , Erwin Edelman and 
I were discussing the problem, and speculating 
on various possible solutions. Sparked by a 
sudden inspir ation from his fertile imagination, 
he suggested the establishment of a fly fishing 
school which would cover all phases of the 
Sport. 

That was it! An ideal solution. The possi-
bilities were immediately apparent. We could 
provide a program which would offer not only 
entertainment, but also, more importantly, the 
opportunity to hear and learn from experts. 

Now the question was, how to set it up? We 
both agreed that further thought and con-
.sideration must be given to the proper organi-
rzation of such a project. In the meantime Er-
win wrote a letter to Ted Rogowski, who was 
then President of TG F, outlining the idea. The 
propo al was presented at the next director's 
meeting and was received enthusiastically. 

H aving had experience in the organization 
and teaching of adult education courses, I was 
given the a signment of organizing and plan-
ning the series. 

My first action was to write to Prof. George 
H arvey of Penn State University, to seek his 
advice and counsel. Prof. Harvey has long 
taught a mo t popular course in flyfishing 
which is given for full academic credit. He 
responded with a letter commending and en-
couraging our concept, along with a complete 
outline of his course. 

Upon further consultation with Ted, it was 
agreed, that rather than organize classes as 
such we would present a series of weekly 
lectures supplemented by slides, movies or 
both, and conducted by the recognized top 
experts in the field . The series was given the 
title, Arts of Angling, and would deal with all 
phases of ftyfishing as well as touching upon 
some aspects of the sport not usually covered 
in the writings of most authors. It was our 
desire to present a varied program, offering 
not only material and knowledge of practical 
value but to stimulate, as well, an increased 

Upper left of photo shows the fingers of Lee Wulff uniquely conveyed to the audience on TV 
monitor screens as he ties a salmon fly sans vice during Charlie DeFeo 's course on fly tying. 



Fellow member Ernie "Match the Hatch" Schwiebert 
discusses the mayfly with slides of his own drawings. 

World champ fly caster, Jon Tarantino, 
unerringly demonstrates his famous 
technique and style to the members . 

Dr. Jim Guilford and Irv Swope examine nymphs of the 
mayfly and other water bred insects in the stream. 

Lee Wulff, dedicated salmon angler and 
noted authority on the subject, dis-
cusses angl ing for the king of fresh 
water fishes, Salmo Salar the leaper. 

Gene Anderegg, noted angler and photog-
rapher, skillfully instructed members on 
the use of the camera in the outdoors. 

Charlie Ritz, famous angler and author of Paris, 
demonstrated his high line, high speed fly casting. 



awarene of the intangible values; the aesthetic 
and philosophy of fly fishing, and a greater ap-
preciation and respect for the soul cleansing 
relation hip of the true sportsman to his en-
vironment. 

The following months were spent in working 
out the many and diverse details associated 
with the organization of such a project. And 
we were fortunate in obtaining the services of 
the top experts in the country. We felt surely 
that never before has such a distinguished 
group been presented in one series of lectures 
0n fly fi shing. It was truly a first for TGF! 

Finally fruition. For on one winter night it 
began . . . And following Arnold's session, 
Ernie Schwiebert, master of the hatch, im-
parted some of his vast knowledge on the may-
fl y and minutae that are so important to the fly 
fisher. To the delight of the members his lec-
tures were illustrated with his own drawings of 
the insects. 

Another highlight - Charlie DeFeo, assisted 
by Ted Rogowski and closed circuit TV, dem-
onstrated and instructed in tying the salmon 
flies for which he is so widely known. 

Still more - the authority on Salmo Salar, 
Lee Wulff, enchanted the audience with a 
session on the life of the Atlantic Salmon and 
its taking, including one of his own film pro-
ductions. 

Bill Flick, fisheries biologist from Cornell 
University, gave a most informative lecture on 
the Brook Trout, its environment, and breeding 
capabilities in the wild. To the delight of the 
members Flick ran a film of four pound brook-
ies actually breeding in a test stream in 
northern New York State. 

Needing no introduction Jon Tarantino, 
World Champion Fly Casting artist, demon-
strated and taught his own technique in casting 
a fly . . . And Dr. James Guilford and Irv 
Swope conducted a fascinating session on the 
mayfly and aquatic insects with close up slides 
in full color showing the ephemera in varying 
stages. 

Then to conclude the lectures for tbis sea-
son Gene Anderegg lectured on the use of the 
camera to record angling trips photograpbical-
ly. Gene's session was most welcome since we 
as anglers for the most part are less than 
amateurs when it comes to pbotograpby. 

And so all good things must come to an end, 
but in the final analysis the reaction of those 
wbo attended indicates that the Arts of Angling 
should be continued next year. 

Camp De Bruce 
By WALTER KEHM 

CO ERV ATIO ISTS are not born, they are 
made. They cannot be pawned and left to 
hatch into fry and follow their instincts lik e 
so many fi h. They must be guided and taught, 
helped and encouraged by gentle directing 
hands, our hands to be sure, and those of others 
who through love and appreciation of nature 
have rna tered the techniques and knowledge 
of nature's mysteries. Camp DeBruce is an in-
strument unique in New York that can do just 
that for us and hence provide an unusual 
opportunity to " breed a conservationist." 

Run by the State Conservation Dept. and 
staffed by their wildlife and fish technologists, 
the camp provides for boys 13 through 15 the 
chance to learn from experts what Conserva-
tion is all about. Courses vary from fly tying 
to gun safety; deer management to trap shoot-
ing: and include a study of trout culture and 
stream management at the State Hatchery at 
DeBruce adjacent to the boys' camp. 

What better start can the Theodore Gordon 
Flyfishers give a lad toward these outdoor 
activities we hold so precious? What better 
insurance can we have that some of our pro-
geny today will be directing our wildlife preser-
vation of the future? 

This year we are sponsoring at least four 
boys, perhaps eight if there is space. Contribu-
tions to our DeBruce Camp Fund are encour-
aged and solicited. Five dollars will pay for one 
day, thirty-five for a whole week. Next year 
we hope to send many more. Have you sub-
scribed yet? 

We solicit your nominations for boys also, 
each will be individually interviewed and 
screened to select those deemed most .receptive 
to this camp. It is not a play camp to be sure -
it 's a teaching camp. The boys returning from 
camp possess more knowledge on real conser-
vation than you or I can teach them in years 
in the field or on the streams. 

Ask yourself the question - what have I 
done to preserve and improve our trout re-
sources or conserve our natural heritage this 
year? Here is the chance and the challenge to 
do something now - are we of Theodore 
Gordon strong enough to face it? Contribute 
now! Make checks payable to TGF Camp 
DeBruce Fund and send to W. C. Kehm, Chair-
man, 24 East 39th Street, New York, N. Y. 
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TROUT CHRISTINA 
By HANK SIEGEL 

The best size trout for this recipe (as is for 
most) is 8 to 10 inches. (Ed. note, preferably 
wild). The frozen variety available at your 
friendly fish monger is passable. In fact, as 
between members of a group pledged to trout-
release, it is the only one possible! 

Now then, you take: 

6 Trout 
4 Scallions (small) 
2 Tomatoes 
'+'4 lb. Mushrooms 
1 tsp. Angostura b itters 
2 cups White wine 
2 tbls. Butter 
Salt, pepper, paprika, MSG 

Bouquet garni (wrap 
in cheesecloth): 

1 Sprig of parsley 
1 Sprig of Thyme 

or '/4 tsp. dried 
1 Celery top 
1/2 Bay Leaf 

Clean the trout, removing the fins, but leave 
the head and tail on. Place them side by side 
in a deep fireproof baking dish that has been 
well buttered. Sprinkle with salt, pepper, pap-
rika, and MSG (Accent). Add the scallions 
(thinly sliced), the tomatoes seeded and 
coarsely chopped, and the mushrooms (sliced 
medium thickness). 

Note: Tomatoes are easily peeled by plunging 
them in boiling water for one minute. 

Add the wine (I find the Almaden Rhine or 
Chablis in 1/ 2 gal10n jugs ideal for cooking), 
the bitters and the bouquet garni. Cover the 
pan with foil (or better yet, buttered brown 
paper) and bake in a 350 degree oven for 
J 8-20 minutes. 

Gently remove fish to a heated serving plat-
ter. Discard the bouquet and pour the liquid 
into a smal1 saucepan and reduce to Y2 over 
high heat. Adjust the seasoning and pour over 
the trout. 

Asparagus Hol1andaise and a well chilled 
MoseJle or Rhine wine make this a truly de-
lightful meal. For two, the recipe may be halved 
successful1y. 

;;: * * 

LEE WULFF (Continued) 

Atlantic Salmon angling by its very existence, 
as maintained by fly fishing only in the legal 
manner, which means no spinning rods or 
reels - no plastic bubbles - no compromise 
with the standard skills - provides proof that 
we can, in fact, harvest a stream crop by fly 
fishing only, and create an excellent amount of 
pleasure on the stream. 

THE AMAWALK (Continued) 

trout, which are actual1y in the third year of 
life are mature and able to spawn, new regula-
tions seemed in order. Recommendations were 
made and approved that would: 

Establish a daily limit of one fish 14 inches 
or longer per angler. 
Retain all other restrictions. 
Continue stocking the upper section until 
natural reproduction is well established. 
Continue population studies on this section 
until such time as stocking is no longer 
needed. 
Continue periodic sampling throughout the 
upper and lower portions of the stream to 
anticipate changes requiring revision of man-
agement. 
Okay, you're ready to go and it's easy to 

find. The Amawalk is crossed by Route 35 and 
Wood Street with ample parking. It 's Water-
shed property so you'JI need a Watershed Per-
mit. You get 'em from the New York City 
Department of Water Supply, Gas & Electricity 
- no charge. The stream itself is not large, 
about 20 to 30 feet wide, it is a combination 
of rocks, gravel and some sand bottom and the 
water is almost always clear and cool all year 
long. The fly hatches are good on the Amawalk 
and the standard eastern patterns do well, but 
usually in slightly smaller sizes. I'd guess a size 
14 is the most common. You'll need the finest 
leaders you can get though, those babies are 
educated. 

Two off-standard patterns that I favor are a 
number 16 dark cahil1, and a "home brew" 
of mine that I call the Amawalk Special. This 
is a little nymph fished with a floating line. Tie 
on a number 14 medium wire hook, three 
pieces from the red part of a cock pheasant 
tail feather. Leave about ´S" sticking out be-
hind as a tail ; wrap the rest around the back 
up to the thorax about 2/3 from the bend. 
Now make a thorax from a very little bit of 
grey muskrat, tie in sparse partridge hackle 
legs and pul1 the balance of the pheasant 
feather over the top for a wing case and tie 
it off. One other pattern for the right time of 
the year - a green inch-worm. 

Now all you gotta do is be a little smarter 
than the fish. (Ed. note - Beyond any shadow 
of doubt the results experienced on the Ama-
walk support, in total, TGF's Northeastern 
Trout Policy. This is quality trout fishing 
brought about by proper management.) 
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LADIES FIRST 

Michigan Hopper by Helen Shaw 

By NORM MILLER 

HOPEFULLY THI pace will be devoted to a 
favorite fly of a tier who has spent a consider-
able amount of time testing its value as a taking 
fl y, in each succeeding issue of Random Casts. 

And albeit Helen, gracious lady that she is, 
ha con en ted to offer her fly for the initial 
i sue the titl e belies the content. And this com-
ment may well allude to another subject, but 
Helen Shaw ranks with her male contempo-
rarie as one of the best. ]t is not really that 
she is first because of her fair sex, but more for 
the fact that she appreciates and undeniably 
ti es fli es with an astute perfection in their true 
aesthetic form. 

But now the Hopper ... and Helen had the 
good fortune to live in the west where she 
could test its effectiveness on wild fish, the 
greatest critics of our creations of feathers and 
steel. Experience has shown that the Hopper 
will take trout as well as pan fish and salmon. 
I n fact, a doctor once sent an order to her for 
Hoppers to use in Mbabani Swasiland, Africa 
where he resided. 

At any rate Helen ties the Hopper in two 
forms, wet and dry. The dry is tied in the stand-

ard fashion but si lk floss is used in the body 
in place of the wool and a light wire hook is 
employed as well as the stiffer hackle to make 
it float better. ]n the wet version a heavy wire 
hook is used with a body of wool and softer hen 
hackle to aid in sinking the fly. By singeing the 
wing and hackle the fly can be cast as a nymph. 

]n tying the Hopper, she uses a 1 or 2X 
long hook, and the hackle may vary from 
ginger to the salt and pepper feather in the 
original fly. And although the winging material 
may vary from light to dark turkey, it still 
takes the form of the original fl y. 

As to its effectiveness, Miss Shaw tell s of her 
experiment of tossing a handful of live hoppers 
in the stream and then casting the Hopper fly 
amongst them . .. And as a testimony to its 
value, the fish took the artificial more readily 
than the natural. 

Recommended Reading 
C ERTAINLY WE would be remiss if the Gordon chapters as well as in his more serious dis-
Garland was not at the top of our list . .. sertations. 
there are only a few copies left - it makes an Having no peer, Lee Wulff 's "The Atlantic 
excellent gift for birthdays, Christmas, etc. Salmon" has been the bible of Salmon anglers 
Reserve copies now by sending your check to since its first printing. But even if you don't 
the Book Committee. (TGF also gets royalties fish for Salar, "The Atlantic Salmon" belongs 
from the Knopf edition, publi hed under the in every angler's libr ary. 
titl e "A merican Trout Fishing" ). Certainly for the serious trout fisher, Ernie 

And if you don't have a copy of Helen Schwiebert's works " Matching the Hatch," pro-
Shaw's marvelous book on fly tying, we recom- vides a fund of information and help in identi-
mend it highly. It offers a wealth of information fying the mayfly as well as offering effective 
as well as instructive photos on learning the fly patterns. 
art of tying the fly. Charlie DeFeo, renowned artist, devoted 

For the pure enjoyment in reading, Arnold salmon angler and fly tier, graciously gave of 
Gingrich's 'The Well Tempered Angler" is his talents to Random Casts in doing the 
really great. It 's G:ngrich at his best with a sketch on page three for which we are deeply 
charming eloquence both in the humorous indebted ... Thank you Charlie! 

Photo Credits: Gene Anderegg. Berni Shoentidd, Erwin Edelman, Irving Swope, Norman Miller 
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A remarkable close up of one of the photos of a sub imago mayfly (E. Dorothea) that was shown by 
Jim Guilford and Irv Swope at their session of the Art's classes. Their course was one of the highlights. 

THE LONG DISTANCE RUNNER (Cont.) 
size - are archaic by any realistic standard of 
sport fishing. Beginning in 1945 stream fishing 
in New York, as well as in all parts of the 
populous Northeast, needed sociological, not 
ecological, analysis. Fishing laws regulate peo-
ple, not fish. 

After a good many years of poor fishing, 
regardless of scientific inquiry, a few self-evi-
dent truths emerge. The simplest of these is 
that a fish returned to water is there to be 
caught another day. Another is that the state 
cannot manage the entire trout fishery on the 
basis of a public meat market, where you pay 
your five dollars and odd cents for the privilege 
of getting something, and you take your share. 
At a few dollars per pound cost, that leaves 
very few trout per man or boy to take home. 
The mathematics here recommends that the 
license fee be designated a fee for the privilege 
of the use of the resource, not for the purchase 

of dead trout. 
The great question is whether so ambitious 

a program in good conservation can be had on 
public waters. Returning a trout to water de-
pends basically on the honor of the angler, 
for all laws must finally depend on compliance 
by the vast majority , by all but a few, to be 
workable at all. 

The great significance of the First Region 
8 Trout Forum questionnaire is that 95 % of 
the anglers there voted affirmatively for slash-
ing the take-home limits of trout; so, the 
anglers are willing. Is the Conservation De-
partment? 

If the scientific inclinations of the Conserva-
tion Department are to prevail, someone there 
may discover that one plus one equals two, and 
the devious resistance to trophy trout regula-
tions should give way to improved specialized 
regulations favoring sport fishing in the use of 
trout streams in New York. 
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